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Journal of Educational Theory and Practice

Analysis and Enlightenment of Reading Literacy
of Primary-School Students in Hong Kong Based
on PIRLS 2016

WANG, Cong
Abstract

PIRLS is a test to assess the ability of primary-school students whose ages are
between 9-10 years old using their mother tongue to read in the world. Hong Kong has
been participating in PIRLS since 2001. The rank of reading literacy of primary-school
students in Hong Kong fell from the first place in PIRLS 2011 to the third place in PIRLS
2016, and the total score also fell 2 points. According to the relevant data analysis, this is
directly related to the low reading interest, poor engagement in reading lessons and
insufficient reading confidence of primary-school students in Hong Kong. In view of the
above reasons, three kinds of research proposals are as follows. We should pay attention to
family reading education, optimize the campus reading environment and improve
classroom teaching methods.

The research material used in this paper is from the official data published by the
research team of Centre for Advancement of Chinese Language Education and Research
(CACLER) in the University of Hong Kong.

Keywords: PIRLS 2016, the primary-school students in Hong Kong, reading literacy
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Analysis of How Teachers’ Training Program
Cultivate Clinical Counseling Teachers’ Reflective
Teaching Practices and Clinical Reasoning

CHEN, Sheng-Hsien® LIN, Szu-Hi** KAO, Hsuan***

Abstract

This Thesis, based on a “practical-oriented transition” in the current teacher
education program, saw clinical practical skills as the core element of the program. In the
transition, much more clinical practical experience was offered by universities, middle and
elementary schools with teacher education programs, which suggested that such practical
skills are essential for student teachers. The clinical-experimental-based teacher education
program not only emphasized very much on the actual site inside middle and elementary
schools but also re-constructed the partnership between universities and middle and
elementary schools. As such, this Thesis contextualized the current situation and unfolded
how clinical counseling teachers cultivate their reflective teaching practices and clinical
reasoning on actual sites in schools. The subjects of this Thesis were clinical counseling
teachers from two elementary schools in Taichung City while certain methodologies such
as literature review, interview survey was adopted. The result showed that: 1. The teachers’
reflective and practical knowledge consisted of their teaching practices; 2. The teachers’
clinical reasoning was formed in the process of interaction, reflection, and critical
self-examination; 3. The teachers capitalized on critical thinking to conduct clinical
reasoning; 4. There were some suggested techniques to enhance the teachers’ reflective
practical knowledge: (i) exchanging ideas with the same colleague could help construct
the reflective knowledge; (ii) exchanging ideas by focusing on the same material was
beneficial to the teachers’ reflective knowledge in teaching; (iii) improvised thinking
during the actual practice would improve the teachers’ practical experience. The result of
Thesis could contribute to the future policy regarding clinical-practice-based teacher
program as a reference.

Keywords: clinical counseling teachers, the knowledge of reflective practice, clinical
reasoning
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Integrating Marine Education into the Art
Competency-based Curriculum

LU, Pei-Chi* WU, Yi-Cheng** TSAI, Ming-Hung***

Abstract

Since Taiwan is surrounded by water, it is important to provide marine education in
Taiwan. Marine education is introduced by integrating important marine issues into a
curriculum. The 12-Year Basic Education Curriculum Guideline focuses on core
competencies to develop curriculum and integrate issues in various subjects. Marine
education is the key issue for the 12-Year Basic Education Curriculum Guideline. This
research was conducted through an aesthetic-oriented art course with marine education
issues integrated in an elementary school located near the sea in Yilan County. A local
fishing village culture and marine art are introduced with information and field trip, leading
students to experience the aesthetics of local living. Special pictures and tabletop game
featuring local marine culture are created for exploring the design and teaching approach
of integrating marine education into an art course and learning outcomes. The following
research results were obtained: 1. integrating marine education into an art course helps
students know and appreciate community culture arts; 2. the use of digital tools improves
the results of integrating marine education into an art course; and 3. innovative tabletop
game boosts student interest.

Keywords: 12-Year Basic Education, marine education, competency-based education,
aesthetic literacy, integrating issues into instruction





